Trip to Tilbury Fort & Ingatestone Hall Wednesday 18 March 2026
In the morning, we will visit Tilbury Fort in Essex arriving around 10.00 am. This is an English Heritage Site, so English Heritage members will have free entry.
Tilbury Fort is one of the finest examples of 17th century military engineering in England. Built on the site of a smaller Tudor fort, it was designed to defend the river Thames passage to London against enemy ships. It was in nearby West Tilbury that Elizabeth I famously rallied her makeshift army awaiting the Armada in 1588. We can enjoy a self-guided audio tour & will have time to visit the shop which serves snacks, teas & coffee, before departing at around 12.30.
Further details of the facilities at Tilbury Fort can be found on the English Heritage website:
www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/tilbury-fort
After a short transfer to Ingatestone Hall, we will arrive around 1.15pm. We will have a private tour of the house and grounds.  Soup with crusty bread & unlimited tea or coffee, included in the cost (Vegan & Gluten free options available), will also be provided.
Ingatestone Hall was built in 1541 and stands in open countryside, one mile from the village of Ingatestone and substantially retains its original Tudor form and appearance with its mullioned windows, high chimneys, crow-step gables and oak-panelled rooms. It is surrounded by ten acres of enclosed gardens comprising extensive lawns, walled garden and stew pond. 
There will be time to visit the Gift shop before departing at about 4pm for the Rufus Centre Flitwick (ETA 5.30pm).
Important Information: Trip organiser is Alastair Mayman, contact by e-mail link on website.

Accessibility & Refreshments: 

Tilbury Fort: There is some uneven ground due to the age of the site and cobbled parade ground. Warning signs are located at the entrance. There are limited refreshment facilities as noted above, but there is the opportunity to have your own food or drink at the outside picnic facilities.

Ingatestone Hall: have not highlighted any access limitations. There are no additional refreshments available here except the included Soup, bread, tea or coffee.

We will not be stopping for refreshments on the return journey.

Booking opens 09:30 Thursday 8 January 2026 at the meeting in the Rufus Centre.
£20 cash is required as a deposit & a mobile phone number is required to allow you to be contacted by the organiser on the day & on the trip.
The balance will be due no later than at the meeting Thursday 12 March 2026, payable by cheque or BACS only.
Estimated cost is £40-£50, dependent on numbers with about £7 reduction for English Heritage members who bring their Membership cards with them on the day. Exact pricing is determined in 2026.
